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Mary Paterson
Partner, Disputes

Toronto
(416) 862-4924 
mpaterson@osler.com

Bar Admission: Ontario, 2005

Areas of Expertise

Tax Disputes

Tax Litigation

Government and Public Sector

Professional Services

Banking and Financial Services

Manufacturing

Mining and Natural Resources

Pharmaceuticals and Life Sciences

Disputes

Insolvency and Restructuring

Corporate and Commercial Disputes

Class Action Defence

Mary positions her clients to succeed at trial or achieve positive settlements.  She has
appeared in courts across Canada, developing a nuanced understanding of strategies
that work to win or resolve disputes.

Her focus is on contentious disputes and disputes with complex facts or economic/financial
expert evidence. As a result, her areas of specialty include tax litigation in the Tax Court of
Canada, insolvency work (receiverships, bankruptcies and proceedings pursuant to the
Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act) contract disputes and other general commercial
litigation

Mary has been recognized by multiple organizations, including in the 2022 edition of Best
Lawyers Canada, as a 2019 Lexpert Rising Star, the 2021 and 2020 Benchmark Litigation 40 &
Under Hot List, and as an Acritas 2018 Star Lawyer. She was also recognized by Osler
associates in 2019 as an Osler Star Advisor for her work mentoring associates.

Mary is a member of the Board of Directors for Pro Bono Ontario. Throughout her career she
worked to establish several pro bono programs within the firm and has appeared in the
Court of Appeal on a pro bono basis numerous times. She won a 2011 Lexpert Zenith Award
for her work assisting a UN employee obtain a widower’s benefit after his same-sex partner
died while working for the UN.

Mary is certified in “The Path – Your Journey through Indigenous Canada”, an online program
offered by the CBA. This program serves as an introduction to the history of Indigenous
peoples and their relationship with European settlers, the British Crown and Dominion of
Canada.

Before joining Osler, Mary clerked at the Court of Appeal for Ontario.
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Awards and Recognition

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory: Recognized in Litigation – Corporate Tax

Lexpert Rising Stars: Recognized as a Lexpert Rising Star: Leading Lawyers Under 40

Benchmark Litigation Canada: Recognized in Bankruptcy; Arbitration; Dispute

Resolution; Commercial; Class Action (Future Star)

Best Lawyers in Canada: Recognized in Appellate Practice; Corporate and Commercial

Litigation; Alternative Dispute Resolution

Euromoney LMG: Recognized in Americas Rising Star Awards: Best in Litigation

(Shortlisted)

Osler 2019 Toronto Advisor Award: Recognized as an outstanding partner that has gone

above and beyond in providing advice, support, mentoring and encouragement to

associate mentees

Community Involvement

Pro Bono Law Ontario, Board Member, Treasurer

Winner of the 2011 Lexpert Zenith Award for Pro Bono by Associates

Osler Community Law Committee

Outside counsel assisting the United Nations Office of Staff Legal Assistance and

representing UN employees directly

Credentials

Education

Osgoode Hall Law School, LL.B.

Osgoode Hall Trial Advocacy Course

University of Calgary, B.Comm.

University of Calgary, B.A. (English)

Languages

English
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Professional Affiliations

Law Society of Ontario

The Advocates’ Society (member of Young Advocates’ Standing Committee, 2007-2010)

The Osgoode Society

Pro Bono Ontario


